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Whale Star Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Distributed by the University of Nebraska Press for Whale and Star Press Modernist Archaist
offers a comprehensive English-language selection of Osip Mandelstam s poetry, edited by Russian scholar
Kevin M. F. Platt, who also contributes an illuminating essay. New translations by notable contemporary poets
combined with an exceptional selection of previous translations are representative of the most up-to-date
interpretation of Mandelstam s work. Osip Mandelstam (1891-1938), one of the most significant poets of
twentieth-century Russian literature, also embodied more fully than any other its profound paradoxes. He was
a Jew born in Poland who became a leading Russian poet. He was a committed Modernist who was
nevertheless faithful to the great examples and strict forms of the past literary tradition. Most strikingly, he was
a rebel and radical thinker who was ultimately hounded to death as an enemy of the revolutionary Soviet
society. Yet while Mandelstam s poetry bore witness to the convulsions of twentieth-century Russian culture and
politics, it was by no means limited or defined by these historical contexts. In an early statement of his creative
credo Mandelstam wrote: for an artist, a worldview is a tool or a means, like a hammer in the hands of a
mason, and the only reality is the work of art itself. The poems offered in this volume, about half of them
appearing in previously unpublished translations, present an overview of Mandelstam s major works.
Introductory materials include an essay on his life and poetry.
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